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Newcombe Ball

MODIFIED RULES
AIMS
a.
The idea of the game is to make the ball touch the ground in the opposition’s court after it 


has gone over the net without landing in the dead ball area.

COURT DIMENSIONS AND EQUIPMENT

a.
The court is approximately 10 metres x 20 metres.  The dead ball lines are marked one 


metre from the net on either side.

b.
The net height is 1.8 metres for both Seniors and Juniors.

c.
The court must be marked with a rope boundary.  Two courts should be set up so that both 


Senior and Junior games can be played simultaneously.

d.
The ball should be a standard volleyball (leather or synthetic leather - not rubber)

TEAMS

a.
Each team consists of nine players plus three reserves.

b.
Substitutes may be brought into the game at rotation or injury only.  No selective 


substitutions or rotations of specific players is allowed, other than in the case of injury.

c.
Senior teams consist of Year 5 and Year 6 students.

d.
Junior teams consist of Year 3 and Year 4 students.

e. A junior player is allowed to play in a senior team under the following conditions….

1. the senior team is short of players

2. the junior player is physically capable of playing in the senior team

3. the opposition coach is notified of the junior playing up.

4. the junior player has not played in a game beforehand

NOTE:


* If there are no senior reserves and a senior player is injured, then a junior player may substitute for that player so long as conditions 1,2 & 3 are met.

* No senior shall be subbed or replaced by a junior thus depriving the senior of their normal game time.

* Under NO circumstances shall a SENIOR student take part in any JUNIOR game.
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SERVICE
a.
Players must step outside the court to serve.  The server then steps back inside the court 


area.

b.
The server can aim directly over the net or pass the ball to one player in the front row. If 


the ball is dropped, the service passes to the opposition.

c.
If a ball touches the net during the serve, then the service is lost.

d.
A player continues to serve until that service is lost.  At this point a change of service 


occurs and the new serving team must rotate before serving.

e.
Service is taken alternately by both sides.  Rotation occurs after both teams have served 


the first time in the match.

f.
The team serving first in the opening set will receive first in the second set, and serve first 


in the third set.

g.
Players must return the ball under the net for servers by the opposing team otherwise a 


point will be scored against them, after a warning has been given once.

THE MATCH
a.
A match is played over the best of three advantage sets (having played three sets).In the 


event of only two sets being played and the set score is one-all the game is declared a 


draw. If only two sets are played and one team is leading two-nil that team is  declared the 


winner.  The aim of the match is to win two out of three sets.  Each set concludes when 


one team scores 15 points, with a lead of at least two. 

b.
Teams toss for the choice of service or choice of ends.  The team losing the toss will have 


the choice not taken up by the team winning the toss.

c.
At the end of each set, the teams will swap ends.  All players must remain in exactly the 


same team position when they change ends.

d.
To begin a set the umpire calls “serve”.  A whistle should be used to stop play and “serve” 


called to commence play.

e. Newcombeball Is an untimed sport. However, in the interest of consistency with the other sports a DRAW will become the official result in the event that a school turns up after 10:15am. A friendly may be played in whatever time is available up to 11:00am.
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GENERAL PLAY
a.
Players must not run with the ball, hit or kick it.

b.
Players may hold the ball for three seconds only  (i.e. a count of 1001,1002,1003).

c.
The ball must be caught, and thrown, not batted or hit as in volleyball.

d.
One foot must be touching the ground when a pass is being made.

e.
Players may pass the ball in a forward direction to one team member only before it crosses 


the net.

f.
Players must throw the ball from where they catch it.

g.
Players may take one step to recover balance after catching a ball.

h.
Players must stay in their section of the court except when rotating, otherwise a point will 


be scored against them.

i.
A ball touching the net at any time apart from service continues to be in play.

j.
Any ball landing in the dead ball area is out.

k.
Players are not permitted to touch the net.

l.
An accidental deflection or ricochet off any part of a player is not counted as a pass.

m.
When a player catches his or her own rebound or ricochet, it is counted as a pass.

n.
When player who attempts to catch a ball fumbles, and the ball is caught by a teammate 


before it touches the ground, it shall count as a pass.

o.
Abusive or unsatisfactory behaviour by team members will result in a point being scored 


against them after a warning has been given once.

p.
Students are not allowed to umpire.

q.
A ball which lands or foot that stands on the line is out of bounds.

r.
No scooping catapult throw

s.
Two hands can be used to throw the ball.
SCORING

a. Only the team which serves can gain a point.

b. A team loses service or its opponents gain a point when:

i) a serve is caught by a person not in the front row of the serving team before it passes 


over the net.


ii) the server is not behind the back line when the ball is served.


iii) the serve occurs before the umpire calls play.


iv) the ball hits the net on a serve.


v) the ball touches the ground in the opposition's court


vi)
 the opposing team throws, or deflects, the ball out so that it touches the ground, an 


object or a person outside the court.


vii) the ball is hit, headed or kicked by the opposition.


viii)
 an opponent takes more than one step with the ball in his or her possession.


ix) the opposing team throws, or deflects, the ball so that it touches the ground, an object or a person in the dead ball area.


x) an opposing player touches the net or places a foot in the dead ball area.


xi) an opponent holds the ball for more than three seconds.


xii) more than one pass occurs before the opponents return the ball over the net.


xiii) the opposing team passes the ball under the net.


xiv) an opponent is guilty of a violation of these rules where a penalty is specified.

MOTION PASSED…HZ MEETING 3.12.19

MATCH RESULTS AND POINTS TABLE

a.
For the purpose of For and Against the set score will be counted. The point scores for each game will only be considered to decide final placings (on the table) in the event of two or more schools having equal Competition Points and then equal For and Against.

b. 
In the event a school does not bring their equipment, the offending school will forfeit both games.


However, the two schools will play friendly games dividing the time equally between teams.


Motion passed…HZ Meeting 6/12/18
MOVEMENT AROUND THE COURT
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a.
Rotation is as shown.  Players are encouraged to rotate quickly so as to be ready for the 


next point.

b.
Players must remain in own approximate area as designated by the diagram.  This is to 


prevent a few players running all over the court.
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